[Role of neutralizing antibodies and cellular immunity in hepatitis C virus infection].
Hepatitis C virus (HCV) is responsible for the development of a chronic carrier state that can lead to the induction of cirrhosis and liver cancer. These clinical manifestations are believed to be the direct consequence of the viral persistence and the incapacity of the host to develop vigorous and sustained immune responses. Still contradictory data suggest the existence of neutralizing antibodies specifically directed at the second glycoprotein (E2). These antibodies may nonetheless play only a minor role in the control of infection. In contrast, it is now generally recognized that cellular-mediated immune responses, CD4+ and CD8+ mediated, if in place early enough, of a vigorous and polyclonal nature as well as long-lasting, appear by themselves competent enough to control an infection. One of the mechanisms possibly responsible for the establishment and persistence of a chronic infection could be the alteration of the ability of antigen-presenting cells (dendritic cells) to stimulate a T cell response. Such alteration could be the result of a direct infection of these cells by HCV.